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aBSTRACT 
The scores of 1,907 entering freshmen on the Survey 

‘of Reading Achievement aatniee’ gradés 9-12) were examined in the 
fall of 1976 at Los Angeles City College. Important findings 
included: (1) a 10th grade median reading level; (2) slightly better 
performance Ly males; (3) an average of 9.5 grade level for 
first-time enrcllees (71%); (4, a’performance below th» overall 
average by students who last attended Los Angeles city high schools; 
(5) variance among’Los Angeles high schocls ranging from 8th to 12th 
grade levels; and: (6) “test scores which resulted in nearly equal 
divisicus cf students recommended to English 1, English 60, and 
Developmental Ccmmunications. These classes represent i.peadentavel 
division of 11th and above, 9th and 10th, and 8th and below, 
respectiveiy. Frequency distributions are given by sex and for the 
total group according to. the date the examination was taken, previous 
colleges attended, geographical location of last high school, 
individual Lcs Angeles city high schdols, and percentage distribution 
by grade-level score. Distributicm’for English placement completes 
the tabular data, which constitutes the major part of this report. 
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‘Performance on the Fall 1976 L.A.C.C. 
‘ ‘Guidance Examination" 
a 
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY . ; a 


In order to enrot! in an English class at L.A.C.C., day students are 
required to show evidence that they have achieved minimum level on an ap- 


propriate reading test. The: Counseling Center each semester offers the 


"Guidance Examination'' for entering freshmen to provide them that evidence. 


The test used most frequently in the past several years has been the 


Survey of Reading Achievement (advanced grades 9’to 12), published by 


California Test Bureau. This study looks at the performance of students’ 


° taking this test for entrance into L.A.C.C. for the Fall 1976 semester. 
: | . 3 
PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY - ¥ 


With the cooperation of the Data Center,.1BM cards were punched for - 
each student taking the Guidance Examination. Variables included in the 


data were raw score, grade level (according to national norms furnished by 


’ 


the test publisher), English course Laila a a as well.as the student's 


name and sex, and codes for Jast high school and college attended. SPSS 


= 


(Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) programs, now available on the 
, : 


"district computer, were used to provide frequency counts and raw-score means 
and standard deviations for selected subsets of the data. Printouts from 


the programs were used as a basis for the analysis*following. 


. 


FINDINGS * 


SY 


1,907 cards were punched for students taking the SRA test at one of six 


administrations of the Guidance ‘Examination during the summer of 1976. Table 


° 


| indicates raw score mean and standard deviation by sex for each of these’ six 


‘ 


“FINDINGS (continued) : 


x 
° 


beet dates and for the total group.Table 2 presents statistics accord- 

ing ‘to previous college attended, Tables 3 and 4 adGerdi ny to.location of 
last high school attended, with Table 3 fudizantng geogrephtes! arewn and 
Table 4 looking at individual Los Angeles City high schools. Table 5 and 
Figure 1 show the imtetbutton of student scores asearding to ane Ly grade 
level placement by the test. Also indicated are the percentages recom- 
mended for the. various English levels. Percents retoummnded by the counsel- 
tao staff for the:various English sourssé will not match the figures shown 


NS ’ 
here, as they make adjustments for students with foreign background, a fac- 


° 


tor not considered in this study. 
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TABLE | - Performance on L.A.C.C. = 


° Guidance Examination =r 
: : Fall 1976 by Date of : 
V Examination 
' Raw Standard : 
Date Sex Number ° Score Mean ° . Dev. ; 

~\ June 5, 1976 * eal EN: 48.5 19,2 

* : ; Male 86 48.4 19.5 

er: Female : 68 48.6 19.0 

June 26, 1976 © Total ' 172 45.0 16.6 ; 

: Male ~~ 68 47.3 16.6 ° : 

Female 104 43.5 16.5 

~  guly 1, 1976 Total 920° .* 42.9 18.0 

“> \ Male 82 eo? S29 17.8 

Female _ 138 42.9 18.2 

August 7, 1976 Total 318 47.8 ‘18.5 
4 ‘ Male: \. W15 49.1 19.2 i 

é Female. - 203 47.0 18.1 

\ i ’ 

August 17, 1976 Total 535 46.1 19.6 

Male ° 216 45.8 18.7 

; Female * 319. 46.4 - 20,3 

September 2, 1976 Total 503 45.6 19.2 

: Male 245 46.3 he 20.17 

t ar * - Female 258 - 44.9 18.2 

. TOTAL Total 1907 i 16.0 ; 18.9 
Male 812 , 46.5 19.0 ' 

Female 1094 / 45.6 ° * 18.8 

A ‘oe ° / ' ; 
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TABLE. 2 - Performance on LACC Guidance 


Examination, Fall. 1976 by Vv, 
Previous College Attended " : 
ox a ; : . 
4 a ; : Raw , standard 
Col lege : Sex ~ No. Score Mean Dev. 
None Total 1349 43.6 17.8 
. Male 578 43.6 17.9 
Female 770 43.6 17.7 
LACCD * Total 311 50.6 19.8 
e Male 128 52.6 18.9 
Female ~ 183 549.2 20.3 
Other 2 year Total 93 55.3 19.0 
, colleges Male 37 56.5 19.8 
Female 56 54.6 18.6 
_s CSU Total’ 20 49.6 19.1 
: . Male ‘ 5 48.6 27.1 
Female 7 50.3 13.4 
> * : 
S University of event 17; 6 
see ; ft: 7.6 24.4 
California Hale 9 / 75.0 19.9 
4 Femaie- 8 f° 59.3 27.5 
Other Total 495 50.0 + 20.7 
Male 55 51.3 20.2 
Female 70 49.0 21.1 | 
TOTAL Total 1907S 18.5 ne 
: : Male 812° 46.5 19.0 » 
: Female 1094 45.6 18.8 
— fia x . 
; JP 
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TABLE 3 - Performance, an L.A.C.C. Guidance * : 
-- Examination Fal! 1976 by Area of ; > 
Last High School Attended , : 


* 


; Raw ' Standard 
; » Sex. No. Score Mean Dev. 
Not stated - Total 186 37.1 "18.4 
3 Male ; 100 ° 36.3 17.2 , 
“ Female .? 85 38.4 19.4 
LA City Total + 934 4h 17.4 
: Schools Male 387 46.5, 17.7 
Female 547 42.9 17.0 
Other Calif. Total - 148 53.5 19.4 -¢ 
Public Male 54 54.0 18.6 
’ Female 94 53.2 19.9 
| Calif.” Total 9 53.8 17.9 
i. . Private Male 26 , 51.4 : 21.1 
! Female 65 54.8 16.6 
Western Total 29 52.1 : 19.1 
States Mate - 8 57.4 23.4 ‘ 
Female 21 50.) 17.4 
‘ : ¢ 4 
West Tota) 18 68.7 = 19.3 
Central Male 10 73.3 12.0 
- | “States Female 8 63.0 25.6 
Central Total 55 58.7 9.9 
2 States Male 19 63.5 “19.1 } 
Female 36 56.2 "21.0 4 
a ‘South Total 28 60.3 20.0 
ae Central Male 13 60.3 20.0 
States Female 5 60. . 20.9 
Southern Total 91 43.9 16.6 
States Male 43 46.2. 17,2 
Female 48 41.9 16.0 
‘North Total 90 59.6 18.1 stg 
_ Eastern Male - 37 62.6 18.0 ; 
Spates Female 53 58.2 » 4.0" ; 
Foreign Total 237; _ 40.0 | V7.1- 
es ae Male : 15 38.7 - 16.0 - 
Female 122 41,2 > 18.2 
TOTAL Fotal * 1907 6.0 18.9 
; : Ma he 812 46.5 i's 
Female = ‘1094 45.6 18.8 


. : ’ nN . Page 6. 


_ ry , «. , te ‘. x 
: TABLE 4 - Performance on L.A.CNQ) Guidance Examination’ , 
ea - Fall 1976 by Last High School Attended: L. A. ? ' 
oe City Schools - ‘ ‘ , é 
hey Pete ; » Raw Standard 
. - ° High School Sex No. ,  , Score Mean ~ Oev. : 
. Belmont - Total 142 ~ 44.8 : 16.9 
7 Male 52 49.3 18.3 e 
: - Female 90 42.2 ‘ 15.5 — ia 
Crenshaw Total 2 BE Ge -* hO.3 13.0 ia 
’ Male 9 46.7 15.0 
: Female 22 37.6 11.3 . 
Dorsey, al Total 37 ; 40.0 14.2 . 
! Male * 16 : 38.4 18.8 . 
Female 2\ 41.2 9.7 
F ‘ 4 < \y ¢ 
~ Eagle Rock ; ‘ Total 10 « 67.2 , 17.8 
y - Male oe 52.3 es 
Female 6 ; ‘8 ey 12.8 
Fairfax?’ ‘Total 53 52.9 16.4 
gr Male 26 4 53.7 15.9 
Female 2 (52.2 17.2 
Franklin Total 22 45.0 - 18.1 
e” ./iele * 10 > 49.5 PE 
a ; ; Female 12 4}.2 -* 12.2 
Fremont ~ Total 30 34.9 12.2 7 
Male 4 0 « 10.5 
Female 26 35.5 12.5 
~ Gardena - Total 7 53.0 21.8 
. Male 4 . 51.0 22.3 * 
J Female 7 + 54.1. ° 23.2 
Hamilton ; ‘Total . 20 3. : 45.2 20.2 
ie Hale 9 46.0 - 16.5 
Female Wo 44.5 23.6 
. . * o % @o 
Hollywood =, Total © 79 53.5" 19.4 , 
Male «. 38 50.7 19.0 
Tee a. 19.7 


ee ~ Female 4) . “56.2 


Continued on next page 
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_. TABLE 4 (continued) 


a oo 


° 


High Schoo] 
Jefferson ry 
Jordan 

Lincoln 7 
Locke’ 
a : 


Los Angeles 
Manual Arts 
. 


Marshal] 


North Hollywood 


id 


Roosevelt 


University 


Washington 


Sex 


Total 
Male 
Female 
Total 
Male 
Female 
Total 
Male 
Female 


Tota) ~ 


Male 


Female 


Total 
Mate 


' > Femate 


Total 
Male 
“: Female 


Total. 
Male 


Female 


Total 
Male 
Female 


Total 
Male 
Female 


* Total 
Female 


Total 
Male 
Female 
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eo - oe a Page 7. 
' ‘ s+ Raw Standard — - , 
‘No, ’ Score Mean Dep. 
4--- $$$ $b 
43 35.8 "15.3 , 
12 38.2 : 1.5 
31 34.9 ¥16.3 
13 (32.2 9.4 
3 20.0, 2.6 
10 35. 7.2 
WI 36.5 5.3 
3 34.3 6.8 . 
8 37.4 4,9 
2) ” 3h l2 8.1 
10 35.8 7.2 
ial 32.7.. 8.9 
| 
72 45.0 17.5 ’ 
~ 30 49.4, 7 . 
42 4) 8° i] 
a 36.5 ® 5 
17 38.0 } 
27 35.6 
‘70 51.6 .17.9 
38 51.3 18.6 
32 51.3 18.6 
4 49.5 22.2 
2 32.0 12.7 
23 67.0 9.9 
16 44.9 18.9 
10 50.2 18.1 
6 36.2 ° 18.2 
5 39.4 9.6 
o 39.4 as 6 
37 34.3 7 
18 36.1 14.2 
19 32.6 ‘ 8 
Continued on next page 
a 


° ° 


. es F - 3 Be ‘ 
TABLE, 4 (ct inued) is S . < . ' . 
. e ied . : . ad . 

a Re Raw ; * Standard 
ee “___High School Sex No. 2 Score Mean : _ Dev. 
‘ ‘Westchester Total as aa 32.0 - , | 122.3 
ie : - Female - ; 4 © 32:0 * “22.3 

Wi bson Total © 12 ee eat S a 
a. ake Male 3 ; 47 6.0 Se 
p o8 Female : ee ' 47.8 * Wea. os 
¢ “: 4 . a “ 
Other LA City Total 147» * 44.5 ; 16.5 
- r Male , 69 : 46.4 l ‘ 16.8 Oe 

4 ak Female . 78 ° 42.8 a 16.2., 

“ TOTAL. © Total 1907 N6.0 —S is. 
Male 812 ~46.5 . . 19.0 

Female 1094. 45.6 > 1868, 
~ 
o 
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ge) 6“ TABLE 5 © Percentage Distribution of Students Taking the -m~/, 
: Fall 1976 LiA.C.C. Guidance Examjmgtien Accord- + |: « r 
‘ . ; ing to Grade Level wv, ig * h 
re ‘ = 4 2 . . e . | , i 7 , : <° 3 
, Grade. Level! Raw Score ' . & of Students WE ee 
» 16.0+ ne gs “ar ye ae - Recommended fpr English V (35.1%) : ie 
|. ' . . ; “s EA rid ; . #4 
15.0 > 15.9- 83 - 92 * 5.0 . cana. or a , 
. ‘ ms : bs * Hs * x 2 P 
“14.9 - 14.9 75 - 823° n.* Seb : “eg eg 
13.0 + 13.9, 67 + 74: - 6.6 Sie BaG ae. 
as i . ’ ae OS, 2 WAS 
12,0 - 12.9 61 - 66 , . 7635 er ‘ 
WW.0 = 11.9 55 - 60 - 9.3 j er. | 
. Vee oven wk soeee . so bas COMA ORD CHORE RTO ERO COT ROS OO eS bcos emer ecres wieveveccees Bid ace I ORE 
3 2 RE 4g “cc ° 
10.0 - 10.9 48 - 54 ; 15.8 Recommended or English 69 (34.0%) « 
9.0 + 9.9° 39 - 47 18.2. : ‘ : 
- 8.0 - 8.9 33 - 38 11.2 * Recommended for Development 
Ai : Communications 20 (22.5% 
7.0-7.9 | 27 - 32 "14.8 : 
r ‘i ¥ 
Teme meme meer e mee Here eee eee sete eee essere eeseereses i i 
6.0 - 6.9 9 - 6 an 6.9 | Recommended’ for Developmental ; 
sie ly ee A8 1.5 Communications 22 (8.4%) - 
; , : , i " t 
. tom * 
a : , = ? 
Median Grade Level: J0.0 
= Grade Level for Mean Raw — * . 
6% . Score:, 9.8 —- ; "ue i, és 
c d : - — 
° ‘ 
* ° 
« - } 
° U . 
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Page II. 
CONCLUSIONS ; 
Following are some observations on the performance of 1,907 . 
L.A.CiC. students who tock the Fall 1976 Guidance Examination: 
(1) Median reading grade level was beginning 
of tenth grade. P 
. (2) Males (43% of total) performed slightly 
better than females. 
mY \ 
(3)° 71% of those taking the test were iA col- 
lege for the first time. Grade level. for 
the average raw score of these student’ was , . 
9.5. ‘ ‘ 


(4) Average performance for ‘students who 
Yast attended a Los Angeles clty high 
school was below the overall average. 


(S) . Pefformance according to particular L.A. 
high school varied markedly, with averages 
ranging from 8th to 12th grade level. 


(6) Present practices recommend about a third 
of the students for English t (grade ltevel 
ilth or above), a third for English 60 ° 
(9th - 10th grade tevel), and a third for 
Developmental Communications (8th grade 
level and below). 
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